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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John W. Olver (D-1st District) joined President                Clinton, Vice President Gore, and Education Secretary Richard Riley                at the White House today to call on Republicans in Congress to focus                on education and consider Democratic initiatives that would reduce                class size, upgrade and modernize school buildings, and promote                after school programs.              

"Massachusetts' public elementary and secondary schools are already                facing great challenges," Olver said.              

"In 41% of our schools at least one building is in need of critical                repair such as a new roof or floor. And 71% of the state's schools                have an environmental problem that needs to be fixed. I cannot understand                why the Republicans in Congress are not making education and schools                a top priority.              

"We only have a week left, and, after an entire session of a Šdo-                nothing' Congress, it looks like the last opportunity this Congress                will have to improve the American education system is going to slip                away.              

"Before we adjourn, Congress ought to act to make real changes                in our education system that will help our children learn and compete                in an increasingly competitive economy," remarked Olver.              

President Clinton called on fellow Democrats to support his aggressive                education agenda to reduce class size to a national average of 18,                modernize 5,000 schools nationwide, and make the needed investments                to provide schools and students with after-school programs, technology,                and other tools to improve the education environment.              

President Clinton said, " We can do this. We have the resources,                now all we need is the will."             
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